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Red Lodge Community Church,  UCC  

Shalom 

Jan 2023     Notes from the Sky Pilot’s Page Red Lodge, Montana 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
    and a light to my path.”  Psalm 119: 105 NRSVUE 

Have you ever picked a “word” for the year? A word that you use as a guide, inspiration, or theme? A 
word that stays with you all year long, appearing in unexpected places and giving you direction when 
you wondered which way to go? I’ve been doing this for many years and have picked words like “joy” 
“hope” “truth” and “faith.” In 2021 my word was “pursue” and last year my word was once again “hope.” 
For 2023 the word that will guide my way is “embrace  

How does one pick a “word” for their year? I take a block of time and sit in meditation, asking the Di-
vine what my word for the year will be. I listen to my heart and wonder what the year will bring, and I 
try a few different words on for size. This year the words that came to me were “laughter” “peace” “joy” 
and “pestilence.” Ok, so I threw out pestilence right off the top since my hashtag (as recommended by 
Lynell) will be #nopestilance for 2023!  

“Embrace” fits in so many ways, and I am excited to write it in my monthly planner, on post-it notes 
and on my heart. God’s Word comes to me with that same embracing excitement. Daily meditations on 
a specific (although randomly selected) Bible verse lights my daily path. This year I will be using a new 
lectionary for our worship called, “The Women’s Lectionary,” written by my Old Testament professor, 
Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney. The scriptures are selected from various translations and the order of the lec-
tionary steps away from the traditional readings and leans into the feminine Divine, highlighting the 
often-missed women of the Bible. Beginning January 10 our Noon Brown Bag Bible Study will focus on 
the scriptures selected for the following Sunday with a concentration on how the translations differ 
from what we would typically use from the Revised Common Lectionary, which for our church has been 
the New Standard Revised Version Updated Edition.  

I invite you to sit with some stillness over the next few days to see what “word” God lays on your heart 
for 2023. During worship on January 1, we will share our “words” during the sermon, offering them up 
to God as we move forward into the new year. You will be amazed at how your “word” appears to you 
throughout the year. You might see it on a creatively decorated sign in one of our local shops. You will 
pick it out of the headlines, and it will appear in your daily devotions at the exact time when you need 
it the most. Embrace with me, won’t you, what your “word” for 2023 ?  

Peace,  

Pastor Pam 
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Pastor’s office Hours 

Sunday: 8am-8pm 

Monday: 8:30am-4PM 

Tuesday: 8:30AM-4PM 

Wednesday: 8:30AM-4PM 

Thursday: 8:30AM-4Pm 

Friday: Off 

Saturday: Off 

 

Evening Hours Available 

 

Pastor Pam on vacation 

Jan 2-7  
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Pastor’s Report 

Pastor’s Report 

November, 2022 

Led worship for 3 of the 4 Sundays of November plus planned and led wor-

ship for the Ministerium Community Thanksgiving Service at Calvary 

Episcopal Church. 

Pastoral Calls – 35 

Staff meetings - 2 

Church Committee Meetings – 7 

Attended Congregational Meeting, acted as Parliamentarian 

Harvest Dinner – 2 Full days plus one evening  

UCC Meetings - 1 

Community Meetings/functions – 15 (Combination of phone calls, zoom 

meetings, in person meetings) 

 Hosted the Banana Split Party 

Funeral – 1 community member funeral/ not an officiant 

Vacation – 1 Sunday plus 5 days/ fully comped Nov 4, 5, 11, 18, 19 

Upcoming Vacation – January 1 (after worship) – 6 (No Sunday involved) 

 

Joyfully Submitted, 

Pastor Pam 
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January Bible Studies in the Upper Room 

(Zoom links will be available!)                                                      

Monday evening, 6:00 PM beginning January 9 

Tuesday Noon (Brown Bag lunch) beginning January 10 

These are both 

Open studies on our new lectionary readings from 

“A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year A” by Rev. Dr. Wilda C. Gafney 

To follow the Bible study you will want to purchase your own copy of the book, available 

at our local Beartooth Books for $36.95 and it is available for your Kindle.  

Tabletop Sermon Discussions 

Beginning Sunday January 8, I will be hosting Tabletop Sermon Discussions following 

worship in the old nursery room at the end of the hallway downstairs. 

These discussions will give you the opportunity to ask questions about 

the sermon such as: the theme, the ideas, and the stories that I share 

in the sermon. You may want to bring a journal to church with you to 

note your questions during the sermon. Because this year’s sermons 

will reference “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year A” by 

Rev. Dr. Wilda C. Gafney, you may want to purchase the book to follow 

along. The book is available from Beartooth Books for $36.95 and it is 

available for your Kindle.   Grab your coffee and snacks from coffee hour and join me! 

Coffee with your Clergy!                                      

Thursday Mornings 

8:30 – 9:25 AM, Upper Room (Immediately followed by our Prayer Zoom) 

Beginning Thursday January 12 

Join Pastor Pam for a cup of coffee or tea and enjoy a “getting to know you better” con-

versation with Pastor Pam and your fellow parishioners. The topics will go with how 

the Spirit. Our time together will be sacred and maybe even a little silly. Our hope is 

that this will give you the opportunity to not only get to know Pastor Pam better, you 

will also get to meet new people from our church! We are doing this because our last 4 

½ years together have been terribly “disjointed” with A) the pandemic, B) the flood, C) 

the loss of 40 faithful church members either through death or relocation. Be sure to 

bring your pocket calendars to coffee… there’s certain to be many invitations for church 

events and “getting to know you better” opportunities!  
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RLCC Congregational Annual Meeting Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Meeting was called to order by Moderator Bill Cords. 

Pastor Pam Peterson opened with prayer. 

Forum Introduction and Introduction of Parliamentarian, which will be Pas-

tor Pam Peterson for today’s meeting.  

The Moderator for 2023 Council will be Libby Gardner, Treasurer will be 

Mark Schubert and Secretary, Lori Floyd. 

Motion for the election of officers was made by Debbie Awes and seconded by 

Don Kinney. Open for discussion as slated and any nominations from the 

floor. There were no nominations nor was there any discussion.  Moderator 

Bill Cords called for a vote.  Nominations passed. 

There was discussion on the various committees.  Steve Hanson brought to 

attention that there are two open positions on the Stewardship and Out-

reach Committee.  Jody Loeffen inquired about their task.  Linda Hanson 

gave a response.  Having no more discussion, a vote was taken on the elec-

tion of the Committee Members.  Vote passed unanimously. 

Motion to approve the 2023 Budget as presented.  There was some discus-

sion.  Motion was made by Libby Gardner and seconded by Helen Mackay.  

There was more discussion on various line items and clarification, Pastor 

Package, and deficit. 

A motion to call the question (to stop debate) was made by Libby Gardner 

and seconded by Shayrn McKenzie. A vote was taken with four people op-

posed.  Motion was approved. 

A vote was then taken on the motion to accept the 2023 Budget as proposed.  

There were 16 yeas and 1 nays.  Motion to approve the 2023 Budget passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:03 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Floyd 
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Advent Calendars and devotionals were either mailed or personally delivered to members who 
are unable to attend services.  Please contact one of the Deacons or the church office if you are 
in need of assistance, home visit, or other needs with our winter weather and cold.  
Weekly Wednesday Zoom meetings will resume in January.  We enjoy group prayer, shared 
learning, poems, articles of interest, etc., and mostly being in contact with one another over our 
long winter months.  Please let us know if you would like to be included for the weekly Zoom invi-
tation. 
Happy New Year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                           

Renee Gabrian rrgabrian@hotmail.com 

Debbie Awes  debawes51@hotmail.com 

Don Kinney dlkinney65@gmail.com  

Lori Floyd  lorifloyd02@gmail.com 

Helen MacKay hmackay49@gmail.com 

Sharyn McKenzie    sharyn@nemont.net 

Bill Cords billcords81@yahoo.com 

Mark Sechler sechlermc@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship Deacon Volunteers 

Jan 1: Renee 

Jan 8: Lori & Mark 

Jan 15: Debbie & Jody 

Jan 22: Don & Jody 

Jan 29: Don & Renee 

 

Deacons 

mailto:dlkinney65@gmail.com
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The pledge campaign in support of the Church’s 2023 budget has come to an 
end. 40 units were pledge with a total received of $96,700.00. Thanks to all of 
you who prayerfully considered our needs and responded. 
 
Your Stewardship and Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship & Outreach 



 8 

Facility Committee 

No Historic bits this month, but wanted to note the 

wonderful job the music department did with the 

Christmas Cantata, “What Sweeter Music, A Festival 

of Carols” 

Here are a few pics including a wonderful standing 

ovation! 
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Committee Meetings:  *All Meetings subject to change, please communicate with all parties & 
office. It’s much appreciated.* 

Church Council      Jan 12th @5:30 pm 

         Facilities                     Jan 5th @5:00 pm 

   Stewardship                       @10:00 am 

      Deacon               Jan 24th @10:00 am 

  Ad-Hoc                         Every Tuesday@5:00pm 

January Annual Meeting  Jan 22th  following Services 

The Annual January Meeting of the Congregation of the Red Lodge Com-

munity Church, United Church of Christ, will be held on Sunday January 

22, 2023 at 11:00 am (immediately following worship) in the Fellowship 

Hall, to be followed by a pot luck luncheon. The purpose of this meeting is 

to accept the Annual Report of the Church, elect any officers/committee 

members not on the slate approved at the November Annual Meeting, set 

goals for the church for 2023 and to discuss any other matters at hand for 

the benefit of the Mutual Ministry for the church. 
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    A Note from the Office : 
Please check with calendar for church usages 
 
Council & Committee Minutes are available for review in the church office. 

 

In an effort to make Red Lodge Community Church comfortable and welcoming for eve-
ryone we ask that your refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes Thank You! 

Mail Chimp Mailings 

Have you been missing your Monday Memo and Weekly Wrangler that are sent out 
through Mail Chimp?  If so, you may have been accidentally unsubscribed from the email 
list.  If you’d like you re-subscribe, you can do so by clicking this link.  You can also email 

 
Enjoying the Directory ?    
We hope you are all enjoying the new church directory!  We have had some folks who 
experienced issues accessing, downloading, and/or printing the directory.  If you’re one 
of those and you haven’t emailed or called in for some help yet, please do.  For those of 

you who still need to get your photos in, or if you need to update your information, you can send an email 
directly or you can use the directory form on the website.  If you have questions or issues email or call 
Janet at the church office.  Enjoy!  
 
*If you had recently received a copy of the Directory via mail or stopping by please take a quick look to see if a few pages are missing.  It’s 
been brought to our attention that a misprint occur on a few request.  Call, email or stop by and Janet will be happy to reprint you a new 
copy.  Thank you for your understanding!* 

 

 

The Family and Friends of Baranovic Family, Janna 
Clark, Alice Dalio, Al Miller. Those who have lost be-
loved pets.  

https://redlodgecommunitychurch.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c26997a6779e7efd2944d3ad8&id=f5fee95dde
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Shalom 
Red Lodge Community Church, UCC 
308 S. Broadway 
P.O. Box 786 
Red Lodge, MT 59068 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Red Lodge Community Church, UCC welcomes all people to worship, fellow-
ship and to study God’s word. We seek to be servants of our Lord in the care of all 

people." 
 

How to Reach  
RED LODGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.  
(Website pre-recorded services continue to be available) 

 

Church Phone:  (406) 446-1444 
Church Address:  308 S. Broadway      

  P.O. Box 786, Red Lodge, MT  59068 
www.redlodgecommunitychurch.com 

Email:   rlccassistant@gmail.com or rlcccedirector@gmail.com 
Office Hours: M-F 10am-3pm & and by appointment  (subject to change) 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Pamela J. Peterson, DMin. 
Cell: (406) 426-8715             

   Email: pastorpampeterson@gmail.com 

January 


